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between the string of the sixUi positfon and the string of the fifih position, ain 
octave and a perfect foiiirth interval between the string of the Mh posi^ 
the string of the fourth position, an octave and a perfect fbinth interval 
b^ween the string of ^e fourth position and the siting of ^ tfiird position, an 
octave and a minor sixth interval between the string of the third position and 
the string of the s^ccMid position, an octave and a perfect fourtib interval 
between the string of the second position and the string of tiie first position. - - 

Claim Rejections - 3S U.S.C. 1 12 

Oaim 4 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, is 
^e invention as being Indefinite for foiling to partitnlariy point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as flie 
invention. 

I believe this claim is not indefinite because it is understood by reviewing 
the abstract, the specification, or claims of the pab»at. This invention teaches 
a toned string arrangement for a stringed instrument or guitar with the tuned 
string arrangement utilizing a tuning sequence of *low E,* *e3rtni low A,* *d,' 
'high g,' Mow B,' and 'high e.' The standard prior ait sequratial string size 
. order is altered by placing the sixth, string of a conventional guitar string set 
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in the sixth posttion, placing an extra large sdeicted replacement strinjg tfaiat is 
to be tuned one octave lower than the string it r^aces in the fifth position, 
placing the fourth string of the conventional guitar stjinig set in the fourth 
position, placing a replacraient string slightly smaller than the first string of 
the conventional guitar string set in the third position, placing the fifth string 
of the conventional guitar string set in the seooiid position and placing the 
first string of the conventional guitar string set in the first portion. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 1-6 have been rejected under the judicially created doctrine 
of obviousness-type double patenting as being, unpatentable over claims 
1-9 of U.$. Patent No. 6365808 in view of MurrelL The applicant claims 
the use of a revised string arrangement for a mii^cdl instrnment 
utilizing six stiii^ with different diameters placed in specific positions. . 
U.S. Patent No 6365808 also discloses the use of a revised string 
arrai^ement for a musical instrument atilizi.ng six sfrii^ ivifh d^erant 
diameters placed in spedlk position, Patent No. 6365808 altered 
the string order of tiie conventional guftar. U.S. Patent No, 63(^808 
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dots not disclose the use of strings with different diameters placed in 
specific positions as recited by the applicant 

I believQ U.S. Patent No. 6365808 does disclose tiie use, of strings with 
difiPerent diameters placed in specific positions in the second half of Claim 1: 
""the first string placed in the sixth position; 
the second string plac^ in the fifth position; 
the fourth string placed in the fourth position; 
the third string placed in the third position; - 
the fiilh string placed in the second position; and 
the sixth string placed in the first position.^ 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the d^ce to indude the spedfic string 
arrangement as disclosed by the applicant in order to aehieve a specific 
tuning arrangement. 

I beheve the uniqueness is not obvious. No cited lefarences showing a 
motivation for a 'skill m the art' combination or any reference with a 'means 
of suggestion' has been cited for combinmg the patent and the dictionaiy to 
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achieve the present inventioti. Obviousness can oidy be established by 
combming or modifying die teadiings of the prior art to produce the claimed 
invention where there is some teaching^ suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found in the rei^^ces thonselves or in the knowledge generally available 
to one of ordinaiy skill in the art.** MFEP 2143.01 (citing lii re Fine, $37 
F.2dl071(Fed.eir.l988). 

Some time ago I strung a left handed guitar for my dien m'ne year old 
grandson Kenny. Occasionally I would try playing his guitar iq>^de down. - 
right handed. Advantages were evident. The large strings were now under 
the fingers and the small strings under the thumb causing the thyiSxm accent 
to be reversed - making off-beat sounds easy to play. There Was however a 
negative aspect tathe instrument. The conventiona] chord ^iq)es now had 
to be reshaped. In an attempt to do away with the chord shape complication 
the string of a conventioiKil right hahded giutar were xestrung. in reverse 
sequential, order wiUi the largest string toward the floor and the smallest 
staring toward the ceiling. However, the potential great souiad eBhcts of the 
instrument were not fully discovered until during further experimettfatibn, 
the strings of position three and position four were retun^ to dieir origmal 
conventional placements. Immediately after hearing tbe revised string 
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aming^ent I knew we had an unusual instroment discovery - U.S. Patent 
No. 6365808. 

The original pat^ited guitar U.S. Patent No. 636S808 and the paresrat 
invention are both played as if some of the strings have not1>e6n r!q)laced or 
relocated from thc^ original positions. They are jdayed with conventional 
fingi^g while allowtnig the players to elicit altered pitch tevek fiom the 
partially reversed order of the strings and string replacements. With diese 
adjustments made the players produce previously unattainable melodies and 
harmonies without learning new chord sh^)es, finganii^ or playing 
techniques - new sounds without releaming. 

Therefore. I respectfully request that the rejection of Claims under 35 
U.S.C. 112 be withdrawn. 

riaim Re^er.ttQns -3S use 103 

The foilGwing Is a qvotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(9) which forms the 
basis for all obvioiisneaB rejections set fortii in this Office i^on: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though thp invention is not 
identicalty disclosed or described as set fortih in section 102 of tii^ 
titlet if the differences between the snbject matter songht to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole wonld Imve been obvioiiis at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in tiie art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gregory. Gr^^oiy discloses the use of a musical instrument having 
a body (1), a neck (2), a bridge (6), a nut (8) and a revised s^g 
arrai^emeiit for a musical instmment witii six. strings witii six different 
diameters placed in H>^fic positions (see column 3, lines 60'^5). 

Gregory does disclose tiie specific string positions as elicited by tiie 
applicant. However^ it would have becM obfvious to one pf ordinaiy skiti 
in tbe art at tiie time the invention was made to itfodif^ the sting 
placement as disclosed by Gregory to include the spedfic string 
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